Geography Activities for Cultural Literacy
Kindergarten
· Identify  and name all  50 US states (from shape, and location on a map)
· Rebuild the US Puzzle Map from memory
· Identify directions on a map as north, south, east, west, N.W., S.E., etc. 
· Create maps of: “My Bedroom” & “My Town”
· Label the World Map naming oceans, continents & designated seas from memory & complete our “Globe Project”
· Practice labeling our classroom maps of the United States, Canada, North America, South America and Australia from a control map  
· Identify your place in space: Milky Way Galaxy, Earth, North America, United States, Georgia, (your town, street name, and house number)
· Name five land & water form pairs & complete our “Land & Water Form Pairs” clay project 
· Identify the earth’s layers & complete our “Layers of the Earth” clay project
· Learn to sing our U.S. State Song (to be attached)
· Learn to sing or say the Pledge of Allegiance 
· Practice identifying and defining our Land & Water Form reading classification cards & complete our “Volcano Project”
· Practice identifying our Interesting Places in the World to Visit reading classification cards at school
· Practice identifying interesting facts about each continent including indigenous animals
· Practice identifying the deepest, longest, hottest, largest, tallest, fastest… of various world features, places, animals or plants

First Grade & Second Grade
· Learn all of the above plus the following:
· Identify the capitals of at least 10 US states including GA. Identify the capital of the United States and be able to locate it on a map.
· Master our “Contiguous States” game
· Create at least two of our “Continent Maps”, typing the name of the state using Word Art
· Be able to correctly address an envelope using your own address 
· Label at least three additional map (Canada, South America, North America, or Australia) from memory naming its countries, states or providences 
· Identify and/or define at least 25 of our Land & Water Form reading classification cards & complete our “Volcano Project”
· Identify name & location of at least 20 of our Interesting Places in the World to Visit reading classification cards at school
· Practice identifying the the deepest, longest, hottest, largest, tallest, fastest… of various world features, places, animals or plants in the world
· Practice identifying interesting facts about each continent including indigenous animals
· Practice spelling the U.S. states.
· Complete our “State Poster Project”: Select any one U.S. state and create a state poster about it. (This project is to be done at home.)
Guidelines: Your poster must include: *an outline of your state showing its shape, *the name & location of its capital, *state bird or animal, *state tree or flower, *major industries, *major landforms, *major cities, *major tourist attractions. *Label each adjacent state along your state outline.* Include a picture of your state showing its location within a map of the United States *Tell what year your state entered the union and the numerical order in which it entered. *Finally, list two or three historical facts of interest. Additionally, you may also include a few famous people who lived in your state. 

Some of the required items on your poster should include drawings or pictures. Remember to include your name and the name of your state. Give your poster a title and capitalize it, as needed.

· Your poster should have no spelling, capitalization, punctuation or grammatical errors. It should be beautiful (like our “Birthday Posters”), and must follow all the guidelines listed above.
· Your project will be evaluated on content, presentation and completion of required criteria. 
· All “State Poster Projects” are due Friday, May 6. No projects will be accepted late!



Third Grade
· Learn all of the above plus the following:
· Practice naming and spelling all U.S. states, abbreviations & capitals.
· Identify at least 50 Interesting Places in the World to Visit giving name & location of each. At least 30 sites should be from our reading classification cards at school. You may do research to create cards for twenty sites of your own. 
· Locate and Identify all 135 Key Places to Know locations on our large world map within 20 minutes
· Create a land and water form map using clay. Label each formation. Include at least 30 land and water forms. (This may be done at school.)
· Complete an independent research project at school in which you name the major geographic features found on each continent.
· Complete three independent geography experiments. See Ms. Marlowe for recommendations and project approval.
· Plan, orchestrate & complete a Save the Earth Project in which you must solicit the help of others and lead a team to compete the project in planting or recycling. Type up your purpose, procedure & outcome. Document your progress with photos, or graphs. See Ms Marlowe for recommendations and project approval.
· Complete our “Tourist Attraction Brochure Project”: Research to find six interesting places to visit in Georgia or any adjacent state. Three of your six interesting places must include the Atlanta Aquarium, The Little Grand Canyon, and Stone Mountain. Your other selections should be big tourist attractions but may not include theme parks designed to entertain with rides or water play.
Guidelines: *For five of your attractions, create (or obtain) a simple, interesting and well organized travel brochure. Travel brochures for your selected attractions may be available on line. *Carefully inspect any brochures that you find on line to be sure they meet your project requirements. Amend them, as necessary, before turning them in.
* Finally, select any one of your tourist attractions, and create your own amazing travel brochure. Use your creativity to catch the interest of your readers.


Each of your 6 brochures must include:  *a picture of the site,* its location,* and several interesting facts that make this site unique or special.  Ask your parents to help you check out its web site for information. (Remember: You should not surf the web without adult supervision. 

· Your grades for your landform map project and travel brochure project will be based on content, presentation, and completion of required criteria. Your projects should be lovely, complete, and contain no spelling, capitalization, punctuation or grammatical errors.
· Your clay landform map and your six travel brochures are due by May 6. No projects will be accepted late!
