Highlights for September 2011 Primary Classroom

Our new school year has started out great with loads of smiles and happy, busy youngsters! Our preschool age children have enjoyed meeting friends, and creating art projects for some of the books they have heard in class. 
In the beginning of September our Primary Class began two new units, one on "Me" & the other on “My Friends”. Last week the children took home hand booklets. Soon they will be making friendship charm necklaces, creating self portraits using brightly colored pasta and enjoying other lovely projects. One of my favorite September activities is an independent art project that the youngsters begin together and then revisit independently numerous times throughout the month to create their very own friendship chain. This lovely "first" independent project is often kept by parents and students as keepsakes well into the child's grade school years and beyond.
 
After only a month in class, the children are becoming more independent as they select activities of interest, complete each activity, and return their materials to their proper places. They are learning to share a teacher and to follow directions. They are practicing their listening and observation skills, and learning to use gentle and caring words when interacting with their friends. They are enjoying daily song and dance activities, finger plays, and story time, as well as individualized lessons on "growing work".  
We all appreciate good music and our little ones do too. During September, they will be learning songs from Hap Palmer's "Babysong" album including "Daddy Be a Horsey" & "My Mommy Comes Back". They will also be learning some of our all time favorites from Raffi's albums including, "I Brush My Teeth", "I'm Growing", "Throw the Bean Bag" and "Number March". 
In order to keep parents well informed about the progress of their children, Ms. Isabel called many new parents in the first few weeks of school and attempted to leave messages for those who missed her call. She then had an Age Level Meeting to present an overview of the school year, and to review some very important information on policies and procedures listed in our Parents’ Handbook. (Our Parents’ Handbook can be found on the Parents’ Page of our school web site: www.farhorizonsschool.com . Please check this web page regularly for school updates.) In addition to briefly visiting with parents in the carpool line daily, Ms. Isabel has been contacting parents who leave a question or comment on our Parents’ Notes to Teachers sheet that is placed on the yellow chest just inside the front door. This week Ms. Isabel will begin individual Parent-Teacher Conferences. I hope you will make every effort to attend. To schedule your appointment, please use the appropriate sign-up sheet posted on the front door.
Please remember that the beginning of class is NOT the time to visit with your child’s teacher. Our teachers are all busy attending to their students, for this is always their highest priority. They are greeting the youngsters, setting up for class and setting the mood, and the direction that the class will follow for the day.
I am sorry I missed your age level meeting. I had just returned from arm surgery a couple of days earlier. My arm is healing well and I look forward to soon being able to drive, to cut my own food, to open containers and to once again eat with my right hand. 
We are all so happy to have you and your family at Far Horizons Montessori School and we look forward to getting to know you and your family better. It is our goal and our commitment to make your child’s Montessori education the most positive and enriching educational experience that your child will ever have! 

Thank you,
Marlowe Ramey   
   
 


 


